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9 CFR Ch. I (1–1–16 Edition) § 3.15 

(2) Primary enclosures used to trans-
port dogs and cats must be positioned 
in the primary conveyance so as to pro-
vide protection from the elements. 

(f) Transportation by air. (1) No more 
than one live dog or cat, 6 months of 
age or older, may be transported in the 
same primary enclosure when shipped 
via air carrier. 

(2) No more than one live puppy, 8 
weeks to 6 months of age, and weighing 
over 20 lbs (9 kg), may be transported 
in a primary enclosure when shipped 
via air carrier. 

(3) No more than two live puppies or 
kittens, 8 weeks to 6 months of age, 
that are of comparable size, and weigh-
ing 20 lbs (9 kg) or less each, may be 
transported in the same primary enclo-
sure when shipped via air carrier. 

(4) Weaned live puppies or kittens 
less than 8 weeks of age and of com-
parable size, or puppies or kittens that 
are less than 8 weeks of age that are 
littermates and are accompanied by 
their dam, may be transported in the 
same primary enclosure when shipped 
to research facilities, including Federal 
research facilities. 

(g) Transportation by surface vehicle or 
privately owned aircraft. (1) No more 
than four live dogs or cats, 8 weeks of 
age or older, that are of comparable 
size, may be transported in the same 
primary enclosure when shipped by 
surface vehicle (including ground and 
water transportation) or privately 
owned aircraft, and only if all other re-
quirements of this section are met. 

(2) Weaned live puppies or kittens 
less than 8 weeks of age and of com-
parable size, or puppies or kittens that 
are less than 8 weeks of age that are 
littermates and are accompanied by 
their dam, may be transported in the 
same primary enclosure when shipped 
to research facilities, including Federal 
research facilities, and only if all other 
requirements in this section are met. 

(h) Accompanying documents and 
records. Shipping documents that must 
accompany shipments of dogs and cats 
may be held by the operator of the pri-
mary conveyance, for surface transpor-
tation only, or must be securely at-
tached in a readily accessible manner 
to the outside of any primary enclosure 
that is part of the shipment, in a man-
ner that allows them to be detached for 

examination and securely reattached, 
such as in a pocket or sleeve. Instruc-
tions for administration of drugs, 
medication, and other special care 
must be attached to each primary en-
closure in a manner that makes them 
easy to notice, to detach for examina-
tion, and to reattach securely. Food 
and water instructions must be at-
tached in accordance with § 3.13(c). 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0093) 

[56 FR 6486, Feb. 15, 1991, as amended at 63 
FR 3023, Jan. 21, 1998] 

§ 3.15 Primary conveyances (motor ve-
hicle, rail, air, and marine). 

(a) The animal cargo space of pri-
mary conveyances used to transport 
dogs and cats must be designed, con-
structed, and maintained in a manner 
that at all times protects the health 
and well-being of the animals trans-
ported in them, ensures their safety 
and comfort, and prevents the entry of 
engine exhaust from the primary con-
veyance during transportation. 

(b) The animal cargo space must have 
a supply of air that is sufficient for the 
normal breathing of all the animals 
being transported in it. 

(c) Each primary enclosure con-
taining dogs or cats must be positioned 
in the animal cargo space in a manner 
that provides protection from the ele-
ments and that allows each dog or cat 
enough air for normal breathing. 

(d) During air transportation, dogs 
and cats must be held in cargo areas 
that are heated or cooled as necessary 
to maintain an ambient temperature 
and humidity that ensures the health 
and well-being of the dogs or cats. The 
cargo areas must be pressurized when 
the primary conveyance used for air 
transportation is not on the ground, 
unless flying under 8,000 ft. Dogs and 
cats must have adequate air for breath-
ing at all times when being trans-
ported. 

(e) During surface transportation, 
auxiliary ventilation, such as fans, 
blowers or air conditioning, must be 
used in any animal cargo space con-
taining live dogs or cats when the am-
bient temperature within the animal 
cargo space reaches 85 °F (29.5 °C). 
Moreover, the ambient temperature 
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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 3.17 

may not exceed 85 °F (29.5 °C) for a pe-
riod of more than 4 hours; nor fall 
below 45 °F (7.2 °C) for a period of more 
than 4 hours. The preceding require-
ments are in addition to, not in place 
of, all other requirements pertaining to 
climatic conditions in parts 2 and 3 of 
this chapter. 

(f) Primary enclosures must be posi-
tioned in the primary conveyance in a 
manner that allows the dogs and cats 
to be quickly and easily removed from 
the primary conveyance in an emer-
gency. 

(g) The interior of the animal cargo 
space must be kept clean. 

(h) Live dogs and cats may not be 
transported with any material, sub-
stance (e.g., dry ice) or device in a 
manner that may reasonably be ex-
pected to harm the dogs and cats or 
cause inhumane conditions. 

[56 FR 6486, Feb. 15, 1991, as amended at 63 
FR 10498, 10499, Mar. 4, 1998] 

§ 3.16 Food and water requirements. 
(a) Each dog and cat that is 16 weeks 

of age or more must be offered food at 
least once every 24 hours. Puppies and 
kittens less than 16 weeks of age must 
be offered food at least once every 12 
hours. Each dog and cat must be of-
fered potable water at least once every 
12 hours. These time periods apply to 
dealers, exhibitors, research facilities. 
including Federal research facilities, 
who transport dogs and cats in their 
own primary conveyance, starting from 
the time the dog or cat was last offered 
food and potable water before transpor-
tation was begun. These time periods 
apply to carriers and intermediate han-
dlers starting from the date and time 
stated on the certificate provided 
under § 3.13(c) of this subpart. Each dog 
and cat must be offered food and pota-
ble water within 4 hours before being 
transported in commerce. Consignors 
who are subject to the Animal Welfare 
regulations (9 CFR parts 1, 2, and 3) 
must certify that each dog and cat was 
offered food and potable water within 
the 4 hours preceding delivery of the 
dog or cat to a carrier or intermediate 
handler for transportation in com-
merce, and must certify the date and 
time the food and potable water was of-
fered, in accordance with § 3.13(c) of 
this subpart. 

(b) Any dealer, research facility, in-
cluding a Federal research facility, or 
exhibitor offering any dog or cat to a 
carrier or intermediate handler for 
transportation in commerce must se-
curely attach to the outside of the pri-
mary enclosure used for transporting 
the dog or cat, written instructions for 
the in-transit food and water require-
ments for a 24-hour period for the dogs 
and cats contained in the enclosure. 
The instructions must be attached in a 
manner that makes them easily no-
ticed and read. 

(c) Food and water receptacles must 
be securely attached inside the pri-
mary enclosure and placed so that the 
receptacles can be filled from outside 
the enclosure without opening the 
door. Food and water containers must 
be designed, constructed, and installed 
so that a dog or cat cannot leave the 
primary enclosure through the food or 
water opening. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0093) 

§ 3.17 Care in transit. 
(a) Surface transportation (ground and 

water). Any person subject to the Ani-
mal Welfare regulations transporting 
dogs or cats in commerce must ensure 
that the operator of the conveyance, or 
a person accompanying the operator, 
observes the dogs or cats as often as 
circumstances allow, but not less than 
once every 4 hours, to make sure they 
have sufficient air for normal breath-
ing, that the ambient temperature is 
within the limits provided in § 3.15(e), 
and that all applicable standards of 
this subpart are being complied with. 
The regulated person must ensure that 
the operator or person accompanying 
the operator determines whether any 
of the dogs or cats are in obvious phys-
ical distress and obtains any veteri-
nary care needed for the dogs or cats at 
the closest available veterinary facil-
ity. 

(b) Air transportation. During air 
transportation of dogs or cats, it is the 
responsibility of the carrier to observe 
the dogs or cats as frequently as cir-
cumstances allow, but not less than 
once every 4 hours if the animal cargo 
area is accessible during flight. If the 
animal cargo area is not accessible 
during flight, the carrier must observe 
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